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Introduction 

The biodiversity team undertook a wide range of studies, embracing national and international 

developments and areas of debate, in addition to the examination of existing legislation and the 

intentions, plans and projects of local and national bodies which might impact upon the Parish of 

Dickleburgh & Rushall.  

A broad examination of ancient maps was made and comparisons made with the contemporary 

landscape following extensive surveys of the naturally occurring features within the Parish boundary. 

The ‘Have Your Say’ open days and questionnaires highlighted the importance placed on wildlife by 

residents and we followed up on the anecdotal reference to certain features by capturing actual data 

from old, recent and new wildlife surveys. Surveys were conducted by local enthusiasts and 

volunteers, conservationists, and the team itself.  

Bat surveys were completed and continue using the Parish’s own Bat monitor, working in conjunction 

with the British Trust for Ornithology in Thetford. 

It is intended that this survey work will be ongoing. A permanent Biodiversity Body is planned, and 

this will dovetail with the existing Commons Committee working with local and national wildlife 

bodies. A website is planned so that all existing and new data, surveys and so on are made 

permanently available to the public.   

This document illustrates some of the survey data conducted, features extracts from certain 

publications and makes reference to a cross-section of the study materials used in the preparation of 

the Plan. 

Biodiversity data sets 
The Biodiversity Data Appendix is divided into several separate sections, as follows: 
 
Section1 Wildlife Reports & Data 1 
 
- Bats 
Extract from a bat survey 2019 
Specimen of one of the Parish Bat Surveys September019 
2019’s bat survey sites and results and extracts from new mammal/insect surveys 
Sonogram of Pipistrelle Bats on Dickleburgh Moor Sept 2020 
 
Maps 
Habitat and Land Use Summary from NBIS May 2019 
 
Section 2 Wildlife Reports & Data 2 
 
- General Wildlife 
Bird List for Dickleburgh Moor from 2018 
Dickleburgh & Rushall Species sighted 2017/2018  
Survey of moths -Dickleburgh 2017-2019 
General Wildlife Survey - Langmere & Dickleburgh 2019 
Dickleburgh’s Wild Birds 2000-2001 

Dickleburgh Species Results from NBIS 

Section 3 Wildlife Reports & Data 3 
 
- Specific Sites 
County Wildlife Sites in the Parish: General Overview of each site 
County Wildlife Site Survey 2019 for St.Clement’s Common 
County Wildlife Site Survey 2018 for St.Clement’s Common 
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Section 4:  
 
Hedges, Trees, Verges & Habitat 
Hedgerow Surveys for the Parish, sample summary 
Specimen of a typical completed Hedgerow Survey within the Parish 
Norfolk County Council Verge Cutting Plans 
Verges Conservation & Verge Management 
Norfolk County Council Biodiversity Action plan for Hedgerows 
Map illustrating interlinking corridors of hedgerows. 
Ecologist’s notes on habitat loss etc. 
Local Government Association Workshop - Environmental Net Gain 
Regulations 
Hedgerow Regulations & Definitions 
 
Relevant Publications 
Tree Planting & Air Quality Academic Paper 
 
Miscellaneous  
Quiet Lane Proposal Document for the Parish 
Dark Skies - links to Various articles and papers relating to health and light pollution 
Trees - notes on Tree Preservation Orders for South Norfolk County Council 
References to other wildlife data held in archive 
Miscellaneous Additional Research 
Research: Dickleburgh and Rushall NP Biodiversity – insect decline 
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Wildlife Reports & Data 3 

- Specific Sites 

County Wildlife Sites in the Parish: General Overview of each site 

County Wildlife Site Survey 2019 for St.Clement’s Common 

County Wildlife Site Survey 2018 for St.Clement’s Common 

 

Norfolk Wildlife Trust - County Wildlife Sites in the Parish: General Overview 

County Wildlife Sites within the Parish - brief summaries from Norfolk Wildlife Trust 

 

St.Clement’s Common 

 

This site consists of three small meadows, divided and surrounded by tall, mature hedges and located 

on boulder clay. The site is a registered common and is used largely for informal recreation.  

The smallest field appears to reflect the pattern of early (possibly pre-Roman) enclosure, suggesting 

that the hedges could be remnants of ancient woodland.  

The field nearest the entrance to the site is a small, semi-improved meadow, surrounded by hedges, 

at the centre is a damp hollow and to the south a large, permanent pond, mostly surrounded by 

mature trees and scrub. 

 

The open field is dominated by native grasses, with Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus), meadow foxtail 

(Alopecurus pratensis) and rough meadow grass (Poa trivialis) all abundant. Perennial rye grass 

(Lolium perenne) is frequent and cocksfoot (Dactylis glomerata) rarer. Dry areas contain abundant 

white clover (Trifolium repens), meadow buttercup (Ranunculus acris) and occasional broad-leaved 

dock (Rumex obtusifolius). Rough chervil (Chaerophyllum temulentum), silverweed (Potentilla 

anserina) and creeping buttercup (Ranunculus repens) also occur. The east of the field is a fire site 

where creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense) dominate and to the west are patches of white campion 

(Silene alba).  

 

The damp hollow contains common false fox sedge (Carex obtrubae), ladies smock (Cardamine 

pratensis), meadow foxtail, (Alopecuris geniculatus), occasional creeping thistle, occasional hogweed 

(Heracleum sphondylium) and common vetch (Vicia sativa). Ground ivy (Glechoma hederacea) is 

occasional and nettles (Urtica diocia) rare. Cut-leaved crane's bill (Geranium dissectum) also occurs 

here. The hedges to the north and west of this field are kept low and contain field maple (Acer 

campestre), hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), sallow (Salix caprea), oak (Quercus robur), dogwood 

(Cornus sanguinea), bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.) and blackthorn (Prunus spinosa). Herbs 

associated with the hedge include cow parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris), spear thistle (Cirsium vulgare) 

and upright hedge parsley (Torilis japonica).  

 

The large pond is surrounded by mature trees, which include ornamental species, such as horse 

chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum), as well as planted native species, including ash (Fraxinus 

excelsior) and birch (Betula pendula). Ground flora here includes bristly ox-tongue (Picris hieracioides) 

and ground ivy. The pond itself appeared to support no aquatic plants at the time of survey.  

 

 

 

The largest field is flat and uniform in character; the grassland here is improved, although selfheal 

(Prunella vulgaris) occurs in patches and there are a few finer grasses. The main wildlife interest is the 

mature hedges that form three sides of the field. The hedge is more than two metres thick in places, 
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containing many mature trees, with both standing and fallen deadwood.  Hedgerow species include 

hazel (Corylus avellana), hawthorn, ash, bramble, oak, dogwood, blackthorn, elder (Sambucus nigra), 

ivy (Hedera helix) and black bryony (Tamus communis).  

 

The small field to the east of the site, is the most shaded of the three and is separated from the largest 

field by a dense, mature hedge and a ditch that was dry at the time of survey. A similar hedge marks 

the boundary with the lane to the west of the site, with some elm (Ulmus procera) suckers also 

present. This field is the most species-rich of the three, especially where it is less shaded, however, 

some scrub, including blackthorn, has developed here and at the time of survey, the grassland was 

unmanaged and rank. Forbs found here include tufted for-get-me-not (Myosotis caespitosa), 

hogweed, white dead nettle (Lamium alba), white campion, hound's tongue (Cynoglossum officinale) 

and green alkanet (Pentaglottis sempivirens). The dominant grasses are cocksfoot and false oat 

grass(Arrenatherum elatius), with Yorkshire fog and rough meadow grass also common.  

 

A small pond occurs to the south and appears to have been recently created; rough chervil, hairy 

brome (Bromus ramosus) and germander speedwell (Veronica chamaedrys) grow near the pond. 

 

 

Langmere Green  

 

Langmere Green is a small, 1.3 ha area of registered common land (Common Land Unit 203), shown 

on Fayden’s Map of 1797 with the same footprint as now. It consists predominantly of semi-improved 

neutral grassland, verging towards unimproved grassland towards the edges and scrubland along its 

southern boundary. A small stream runs west-east across the northern portion of the site, widening 

into open water near the centre. The site is currently managed via an annual hay cut and is surrounded 

almost exclusively by arable land.   

 

The main area (south of the stream) is open, moderately species-rich grassland, bounded by scrub to 

the south and sloping down towards the stream in the north. The sward is of variable height (averaging 

around 0.5m) and the ratio of grasses to flowering plants roughly equal. There are defined areas of 

cow parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris) at the margins, along with abundant common sorrel (Rumex 

acetosa), ribwort plantain (Plantago lanceolate), meadow buttercup (Ranunculus acris) and knapweed 

(Centaurea nigra), as well as occasional hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium), broad-leaved dock 

(Rumex obtusifolius), cuckoo flower (Cardamine pratensis), germander speedwell (Veronica 

chamaedrys) and lesser stitchwort (Stellaria graminea).   

 

The area of grassland north of the stream slopes up to meet the northern road boundary. The area 

contains wet depressions where cuckoo flower, meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria) and thistles are 

abundant. Diversity increases as the meadow meets the stream and includes abundant yarrow 

(Achillea millefolium), cut-leaved cranesbill (Geranium dissectum), occasional common mouse-ear 

(Cerastium fontanum ) and mugwort (Artemisia vulgaris). Grasses are more abundant in the centre, 

towards the stream.   

 

Running west-east across the northern end of the site, the stream widens in the centre of the green 

to form a shallow pool with a silted bottom. This area in particular is beginning to scrub up with 

encroaching willow (Salix alba), alder (Alnus glutinosa), hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and elder 

(Sambucus nigra) and there are large overhanging oak trees (Quercus robur). Species in the water 

include yellow flag iris (Iris pseudacorus), water mint (Mentha aquatica), marsh marigold (Caltha 
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palustris), Lombardy poplar (Populus nigra ‘italica’), willow and abundant greater pond sedge (Carex 

riparia). An area of scrub running along the southern boundary of the site mainly consists of blackthorn 

(Prunus spinosa), hawthorn, sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), elder, a few standard apple (Malus sp.) 

and silver birch (Betula pendula). The scrub is graduated in height (tallest towards western boundary) 

from 8-16 feet.  Ground flora comprises common nettle (Urtica dioica), dock species (rumex sp.), 

ground ivy (Glechoma hederacea), cleavers (Galium aparine), germander speedwell, garlic mustard 

(Alliaria petiolate), herb Robert (Geranium robertianum), lesser celandine (Ficaria verua), greater 

stitchwort (Stellaria holostea) and white dead nettle (Lamium alba).  The western bank and ditch are 

bounded by the same road as the northern meadow. The high sward is dictated by cow parsley, 

common nettle (locally abundant close to the bridge) and widespread cleavers. Other species include 

ribwort plantain, creeping buttercup (Ranunculus repens), thistle sp., common sorrel, broad-leaved 

dock, hogweed, common vetch (Vicia sativa), white campion (Silene latifolia) and hedge woundwort 

(Stachys sylvatica). Where the stream enters the site at north-west edge, the composition expands to 

include bedstraws (Galium sp.), meadowsweet and willow herbs. Bramble (Rubus fructicosus agg.) is 

encroaching from the ditch into the channel of the stream. 

 

Oliver’s Wood and Dodd’s Wood 

 

This is an area of broadleaved woodland over clay soils. The site is divided into two square blocks and 

is surrounded by ditches, with another ditch bisecting the site from east-west. CWS 75 Oliver’s and 

Dodd’s Woods stands one field away, to the east.  

 

The southern block of woodland is composed mainly of ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and occasional oak 

(Quercus robur) standards, with abundant hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and some young ash 

below. In the middle of the block is a dense thicket of hawthorn, blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) and 

sprawling goat willow (Salix caprea) in locally damp ground. Elder (Sambucus nigra) is locally frequent 

in a pheasant feeding area on the northern edge. Common nettle (Urtica dioica) is the dominant 

species in the field layer, with some dog’s mercury (Mercurialis perennis) and occasional ground ivy 

(Glechoma hederacea). Herb robert (Geranium robertianum) becomes more frequent in the south 

half of this block, with occasional germander speedwell (Veronica chamedrys) and three-nerved 

sandwort (Moehringia trinervia). 

 

The northern block is damper although with a similar range of tree and shrub species. The north half 

is particularly damp, with frequent goat willow (Salix caprea) which becomes very dense and tangled 

in the middle-west of the block. An area of dense hawthorn occurs in the south-eastern corner, while 

old falling and leaning elder are frequent in the south-west. Under the trees, nettle remains the main 

vegetation, though false brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum) grows along the lighter northern edge. 

The ground flora is most diverse along the western edge of the woodland, where species include false 

brome, primrose (Primula vulgaris), three-nerved sandwort, wood avens (Geum urbanum) and 

occasional dog’s mercury. Grassy tracks run through both blocks of woodland. The northern block is 

divided into four by damp grassy tracks, creating a narrow grassy rectangle on the eastern side, with 

Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus), rough meadow grass (Poa trivialis), cocksfoot (Dactylis glomerata) with 

common nettle and creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense). The northernmost track supports soft rush 

(Juncus effusus) and hairy sedge (Carex hirta) in the damper parts. The southern part of the north-

south track has sweet-grass (Glyceria sp.), as well as creeping buttercup (Ranunculus repens) and 

brooklime (Veronica beccabunga). The damper northern half of the track is encroached by shrubs.  
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In the southern block, the tracks run across the northern edge and then down to the pheasant 

enclosure. The lighter conditions lead to locally abundant common nettle and creeping thistle (Cirsium 

arvense), with locally frequent bugle (Ajuga reptans). The hedges around the site are species-rich, 

composed of frequent hawthorn, some with old trunks, and field maple (Acer campestre), with oak 

and ash standards, occasional hornbeam (Carpinus betulus), dogwood (Cornus sanguinea), hazel, 

blackthorn and apple (Malus domestica), with ivy (Hedera helix) among them all. Live and dead small-

leaved elm (Ulmus minor agg). also occur.  

 

There is a small pond on the west edge of the northern wood. 

 

Furze Covert  

 

This wood has been extensively used for recreation and contains the remnants of banks, trenches and 
toilets.  There is a large open area in the centre of the site which contains a sizeable pond.  The edges 
of the site are typical semi-natural woodland.  Wooded areas have a canopy dominated by oak 
(Quercus robur), and ash (Fraxinus excelsior) with less frequent hornbeam (Carpinus betulus).  The 
shrub layer consists of a scattering of young trees, largely hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), elder 
(Sambucus nigra), ash, hornbeam and hazel (Corylus avellana).  Where the canopy casts dense shade 
the ground flora is of dog's mercury (Mercurialis perennis), herb-robert (Geranium robertianim), wood 
avens (Geum urbanum) and ground-ivy (Glechoma hederacea) whilst in more open areas bramble 
(Rubus fruticosus agg.), nettle (Urtica dioica) and grasses such as creeping bent (Agrostis stolonifera) 
are abundant.  The water quality of the pond is rather poor although broad-leaved pondweed 
(Potamogeton natans) occurs on the surface and branched bur-reed (Sparganium erectum) around 
the edges.  The bankside vegetation is rich and varied with soft rush (Juncus effusus), cyperus sedge 
(Carex pseudocyperus), bittersweet (Solanum dulcamara), great willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum), 
jointed rush (Juncus articulatus) and square-stalked St. John's-wort (Hypericum tetrapterum).  The 
surrounding open area has frequent nettle, creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense), great willowherb and 
creeping buttercup (Ranunculus repens).  There is no canopy here although young ash and hornbeam 
are frequent. 
 

CWS24 (Hall Farm Pond) near Hill House off Common Lane 

 

This is a small seasonally wet pond with a species-rich marginal vegetation.  The centre of the pond 
contains abundant mare's-tail (Hippurus vulgaris) but little else.  The marginal vegetation lies in a 2m 
band around the pond and is dominated by common spike-rush (Eleocharis palustris) with scattered 
branched bur-reed (Sparganium erectum) and frequent bittersweet (Solanum dulcamara), fool's 
water-cress (Apium nodiflorum) and water forget-me-not (Myosotis scorpioides).  Water plantain 
(Alisma plantago-aquatica) and mare's-tail occur occasionally whilst marsh marigold (Caltha palustris), 
gipsywort (Lycopus europaeus), hoary willowherb (Epilobium parviflorum), cyperus sedge (Carex 
pseudocyperus) and soft rush (Juncus effusus) are less frequent.  The banks are gently sloping and 
support a vegetation dominated by hard rush (Juncus inflexus) and great willowherb (Epilobium 
hirsutum).  Other species present include clustered dock (Rumex conglomeratus), cleavers (Galium 
aparine), creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense), cocksfoot (Dactylis glomerata), false oat-grass 
(Arrhenatherum elatius), rough meadow-grass (Poa trivialis), creeping bent (Agrostis stolonifera), soft 
rush, marsh horse-tail (Equisetum palustre) and creeping cinquefoil (Potentilla reptans).  To the south-
east the bank becomes steep and dominated by bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.) with nettle (Urtica 
dioica), great willowherb and hedge bindweed (Calystegia sepium).  Around the edge are several trees, 
largely hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), horse-chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) and sallow (Salix 
cinerea). 
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White Post Lane Wood    

 

This is an area of broadleaved woodland over clay soils. The site is divided into two square blocks and 

is surrounded by ditches, with another ditch bisecting the site from the east-west. CWS 75 Oliver’s 

and Dodd’s Woods stands one field away, to the east.  

 

The southern block of woodland is composed mainly of ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and occasional oak 

(Quercus robur) standards, with abundant hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and some young ash 

below. In the middle of the block is a dense thicket of hawthorn, blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) and 

sprawling goat willow (Salix caprea) in locally damp ground. Elder (Sambucus nigra) is locally frequent 

in a pheasant feeding area on the northern edge. Common nettle (Urtica dioica) is the dominant 

species in the field layer, with some dog’s mercury (Mercurialis perennis) and occasional ground ivy 

(Glechoma hederacea). Herb robert (Geranium robertianum) becomes more frequent in the south 

half of this block, with occasional germander speedwell (Veronica chamedrys) and three-nerved 

sandwort (Moehringia trinervia).  

 

The northern block is damper although with a similar range of tree and shrub species. The north half 

is particularly damp, with frequent goat willow (Salix caprea) which becomes very dense and tangled 

in the middle-west of the block. An area of dense hawthorn occurs in the south-eastern corner, while 

old falling and leaning elder are frequent in the south-west. Under the trees, nettle remains the main 

vegetation, though false brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum) grows along the lighter northern edge. 

The ground flora is most diverse along the western edge of the woodland, where species include false 

brome, primrose (Primula vulgaris), three-nerved sandwort, wood avens (Geum urbanum) and 

occasional dog’s mercury. Grassy tracks run through both blocks of woodland. The northern block is 

divided into four by damp grassy tracks, creating a narrow grassy rectangle on the eastern side, with 

Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus), rough meadow grass (Poa trivialis), cocksfoot (Dactylis glomerata) with 

common nettle and creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense). The northernmost track supports soft rush 

(Juncus effusus) and hairy sedge (Carex hirta) in the damper parts. The southern part of the north-

south track has sweet-grass (Glyceria sp.), as well as creeping buttercup (Ranunculus repens) and 

brooklime (Veronica beccabunga). The damper northern half of the track is encroached by shrubs. In 

the southern block, the tracks run across the northern edge and then down to the pheasant enclosure. 

The lighter conditions lead to locally abundant common nettle and creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense), 

with locally frequent bugle (Ajuga reptans). The hedges around the site are species-rich, composed of 

frequent hawthorn, some with old trunks, and field maple Acer campestre, with oak and ash 

standards, occasional hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) dogwood (Cornus sanguinea), hazel, blackthorn 

and apple (Malus domestica), with ivy (Hedera helix) among them all. Live and dead small-leaved elm 

(Ulmus minor agg.) also occur. There is a small pond on the west edge of the northern wood. 

 

 

NB Dickleburgh Moor, which is not included here, has since been made a County Wildlife site 
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County Wildlife Site Survey 2019 for St.Clement’s Common 
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County Wildlife Site Survey 2018 for St.Clement’s Common 
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